
Homework Assignments

Here are a few suggestions of how students can approach the homework

assignments and be able to use these assignments as a way to develop a better

understanding of the class:

-First of all, do not wait until the last moment to start working on the homework.  There

is no way that you are going to finish the whole assignment the night before it is due in

an engineering course.  If it is possible, start the homework the same day it is assigned or

as soon as you can.  Some teachers give a complete list of the homework assignments the

first day of class.  Take advantage of that and work as many problems as you can, always

try to keep ahead of your teacher.  This makes the lectures much more useful because you

already know what the problems are going to be asking

-Before you start working on the homework, read the assigned chapter first and  review

your notes.  In that way, you are going to be able to know what the homework is about

and you are not going to be lost the moment you attempt it.

-Read every homework problem very carefully and make sure you understand every word

and what you are asked to solve for.  If you have any questions, ask your teacher or the

TA.

-There is nothing more frustrating for an instructor than a student that appears in their

office expecting to get the homework problems solved for them.  This is why you should

always start working on the homework soon; in that way, if you get stuck, you are going

to have enough time to ask questions and be able to finish the homework on the due date.

-If you are not able to solve a homework problem after you attempt it, ask your teacher

for help.  This is completely valid only if you struggled with the problem all by yourself



first.  What is not valid is reading the problem and not bothering to solve it and then

going to the teacher�s office and expecting them to solve the problem for you. How can

you say you do not understand the problem if you do not try to solve it first?

-There is a possibility that you are going to get stuck while solving a problem.  If this

happens, ask your teacher for help immediately.  Do not feel that you do not deserve to

get help when you do not know how to keep going with the assignment.  Your teacher

knows that sooner or later you are going to get stuck.   If you have been putting effort

into the homework, then it is certain that you deserve to get help.  The more effort you

put into the homework, the more support you are going to get.

-Some students may feel that spending too much time on the homework is a sign that they

might be in the wrong major.  This is not always true, because there is no such thing as an

easy homework assignment.  Do not feel discouraged if you spend a lot of time on the

homework.  If a problem takes you three or four hours to solve, is because three or four

hours are required to solve it (or even more).  The only thing that matters is that you are

putting in a serious effort and, more importantly, that you are learning the material.


